6                       FEVER,  FAMINE, AND GOLD
fulfil first, from which in this early stage I could not
afford to be swerved. I had to create a diversion;
so, ostentatiously, I reached in my bag and brought
out a batch of papers.
"We need ethnological and anthropological data
for the Museum on the Zaparo Indians of the
Curaray River. It is a populous tribe and said to be
friendly------"
No one was listening.
". . . having gone through the jucal thou wilt see two small
lakes known as Los Anteojos from having betwixt them a
point of land like unto a nose. From this place thou mayst
again see the Cerros Llanganati, the same as thou sawest from
the top of Cerro Guapa, and I warn thee to leave the said
Lakes on thy left, and that in front of the point, or nose,
there is a plain which is thy sleeping place. There thou must
leave the horses, for they can go no farther. Following now
on foot in the same direction, thou shalt come upon a great
black lake, which leave on thy left hand, and beyond it seek to
descend along the hillside in such manner that thou mayst
reach a quebrada [ravine] down which comes a waterfall;
and here thou shalt find a bridge of three poles, or if it do not
still exist, place another in the most convenient place and so
pass over . , ."
"The Museum of Natural History wants a speci-
men of the anteojos, or 'spectacled bear/ " Again
I was talking to myself.
". . . and having gone a little way in the forest beyond, seek
out the hut which served to sleep in or the remains thereof.
Having passed the night here go on thy way through the forest